A br 10 againſt 


nere. Dervsiox. 


. 
mY 


16 ow" — — = „ 
- . - 


ee 5 © Ee Het © ET 
SERM ON 


ON THE 


NEW BIRTH: 


Occaſioned by the 8 5 1 


PRETENSIONS. 


3 OF THE 70 
METHODIS _ 


— 


By HENRY. STEBBING D. D. 


n in Ordinary 7 to His Ma IEsT Y, and 
PREACHER to the Honourable I of 


GRAVs-INx. — 
The SECOND e 6 Eo ; 
AGES 


LONDON» +. 


Primed for FLETCHER GYLEs againſt. Gele- id 
| Holbourn. MDCCXXX1X. 


(Price 3d. or 205, per Hundred.) 


*, 


—— nnen. 2 


8 7 
"OA. 
d - 
* Fo 2 
bk, * 
* ws 
„ 
o 
* 0 


CR 


l AT; v vi. pig is 8 T 
h Grif 7 eſis neither — aon 


anaslethi any thing, nor Uncircum- 
1 but a new Creature. | Ye 


ry 'T is evident, and on all Hands 
$ confeſſed, that the End of 
 Cunxrir's coming into the 
World was te open the way to 
eternal Life by Faith and true - 
Repentane The World had long lain un- 
der Darkneſs and Corruption; the 
Heathens more eſpecially, whom St. Pan} 
repreſents as walli 


ws F ang the Vanity of their 
Mind; as alienated from the Life * of God 


through "he Iemorance that was in them; 
a being pe feeling, and having ore 
the «A over unto” Laſerotouf 
all Uncleauneſi with Gre, Bn. PE. 078 To. 
Ln e 
to be governed r Egw 
his Gp, mut infer a 4 . «rip 
Change, as is intimated in the net Chapter 
fometrmes Dartreſs, but Now 


y 8. Nwerr 
are ye light in the Lord. And r Cor: vi. 9. 
— e Fornirutors, nor W 
who . 2 


A 


755 eee, = nor Thieves, nor FN I nor. 
Drunkards, nor. Revilers,. nor Extortioners, 
ſhall inherit the" Kingdom: "of God; - And 
svon WR RR ſome-of hen; but ye are 
WASHED, But ye are SANCTIFIED, but 
ye are juſtified in the Name of the Lord 
Feſus and by the Spirit of our Gd. 
This Change, from Light to Darkneſs; 
from Uncleanneſs to Holineſs; running 
h:the whole moral Man, and ſhew- 
ing itſelf in every Inſtance of Behaviour; 
is in Scripture ſet forth by a Variety of Ex- 
ions. Our Saviour calls it a New 
IrTH. Except a Man be BoRN AGAIN ; 
he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, Jo OH, 
ili. 3. St. Paul, a new Spirit, a neu M. 
or (as the Text- has it). a ne. Creature. 
The very Variety of theſe Expreſſions ye . 
them to be figurative; and the Circumſtan- 
ces of the Places where they are uſed ſuf- 
ficientl open to us their true Meaning. 
The New Spirit and the New Man, are 
oppoſed. to the Oli Man, the former xvi. 
CoxvkxRSATTON: And they who are thus 
renewed are ſaid to be created in RIiGHTEx 
 OUSNE8s. and TRUE HOLINESS ;. putting a- 
way. Lying — Anger. — Stealing, and all 
SHOE of corrupt Communication, Erk. iv. 
22, — 29. To be created in Rigbteouſneſi 
(chat 1 ſo diſpoſed in Heart and 
Mind as to follow * — Righteouſneſs) i is to 
be a NEN Creature; as St. Paul himſelf. 


bas very: lainly ſhewn us in other Places; 
| here 
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a is mentioned in: 0k : 


Cbriſ Teſus neither eee e tvaileth "as 
ny .thing,” nor Uncircumcifian] but a new © 
. In the Chapter beſore ( 6.) 
he ſays, in Jeſus Chriſt neitber Circume: 7 
| availeth any thing, nor Uncircumcifion, bus 
Far WHICH WORKETH BT Lovr; and 
1 Cox. vii. 19. Circumciſim i is nothing, and 
Untircumcifion is nothing, but the A 
THE COMMANDMENTS or Gop, - "Faith, 
then, which wworketh by. Love, is the NEW] 
CREATURE; and keeprng the Commandment 
Gad, is the nEw:CreaTurE::'He who 
anſwers to any zone of theſe Characters, is 
what is intended by all the reſt; for na 
mean but one and the ſame thing. 
How the State of a true Believer: came 
to be xepreſented to us in ſuch Figures as 
theſe, t is not at all difficult to apprehend, 
For there is that Difference between the 
Temper and Diſpoſition of a Man addicted 
to his Senſual Luſts, and that of the ſame 
Man when reformed by the Influence of 
the Goſpel; as, in a great meaſure and in 
ſeveral reſpects, will anſwer, in Compariſon, 
to the natural Birth, or to a natural Crea- 
tion. A Regenerate Man hath a Senſe and 
Apprehenſion of Spiritual things, which he 


ther Terms. In the Text: he ſays, that in 


had not in his unregenerate State Juſt. a2 
a new born; Infant has a Senſe and /Appres _ 


banſion of natural things, which it hadingt 


hilt it was impriſoned in the! Worab, 
has » And 
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Div! Z 1 us, ab it wore; 
| 4 State of 1 on-Ex1/ffonce. to a State of 
ing. For in "this reſpeQ, without Chen 
are 28 ring. We have no Right; 1 
Title, no Claim or Pretenſion to — 
venly Reward, but by our relation to Ch 
who hath purchaſed this Inheritance fo 58. 
Furthermore, As we are born and created 
by the Hand of God, ſe are we Segen 
ted by the Power of his S ring, as our Sa- 
viour intimates to us, Jon, I. $ Euceps a 
Man bs born of — the Sr he cannot ow 
ter into the. Ki : of G Whiely Ru. 
on ſhews at ones the boy 
of the New Birth to qualify us for cterna} 
Happineſs, and, of the Aids of God's Grace 
to work in us chat Change, which te gn. 
fied. by our being born ag ain, Dut this is 
proved from alf:thoſe Paſhges in 
(of which there is __ Vartew) 
| where the Life. of a good- 
to the Concluſion of © is is 
referred to [Grace of God wording i 
u both to will and te de; For if it ie 00, 
ing te God's Grace, that we love him and 
lee that we believe 
, and ſhew forth: the Fru e 
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likewiſe. 
Seripture (of 


5 Faith in-our Lives and Coerde 


d if this be the thi g. thats maant by | 
our bei | d being New Crea- 
he ther he who et * 
| 8 irit alſo. ore 1005 
Tou fee now what it it is to be born again, 2 
An What has been thus briefly ſald, 
judge whether he 
Is his Faith a lively 


Faith working by Love? Doth be add is 


his Faith Virtue, 4 to Virtue Knowledge, 
and to Knowledge Temperance, and to Tem, 
perance Patience, and to Patience Godlineſ; p 
and to: Godlineſs brotherly Kindneſs, 4 
brotherly Kin neſs Charity? If he doth; he | 
has the Aſſurance of God's Word that he is 
* barren nor unfruitful in the Know- 
We. e of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 2 Pet. i, 58. 
| t is that Fruit good or which ripen- 
eth not unto the Harveſt? — But the Apoſtle 
tells us, a few Verſes after, that if we do 
theſe Things, an Entrance ſhall be miniftred 
unto us into the everlaſting Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Cbriſi. Vet our 
Saviour tells us, that except a Man be born 
gin. he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, 
40 be born again therefore can r * 
more than the — 9 theſe Things. _. 
Some, not content with this 
eaſy Notion af the new Birth, e 
ſelves and others with fantaſtical Conceits, 
155 Fw the new Birth to be the Work 
| of 
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of God's Sr pirit, and ſo far chey are Hy ght. 
But they will have it to be a ſenſible Ops: „ 


ration; an Operation which may be Felt 
and diſtinguiſbed as the Hand of God upon 


them; overpowering, as it were, the Soul: 


And unleſs Men are able to give Account 
of their having at ſome time or other ex- 
perienced ſome ſuch ſudden Change within 


themſelves; they will not allow kim to be 


regenerate, nor therefore, in a ſavable State. 
There is this ſtrong Preſumption againſt 
this Notion at firſt View; That it agrees 


not with the ordinary Methods of God's 


Providence in other Caſes, nor with the 
State of Man conſidered as a State of Tryal. 
The Apoſtle tells us that we walk by Faith, 
not by Sight, 2 Cox. v. 7. And of this we 

have the Experience: For God doth not 


make himſelf known to us by ſenfible Ma- 


nifeftations of his Preſence. We do not 


ſee his Shape, nor hear his Voice; but he 
leaves us to find him out by the Works of 
his Providence. This is our proper Trial. 
As little Cauſe is there to think that (ordi- 
narily) God makes himſelf known to us by 
ſenſible Operations of his Spirit _ our 
Minds. For any ſenſible Interpofition of 


Providence to direct us in the Government 


of ourſelves, whether externally or inter- 
nally offered, comes to the ſame thing. The 
proper Trial of Faith is when we yield O- 
bedience to God * 8 Notices of bis 


ts Word, 6 


1 


Hi " the Dicates of our Reafons and 
the Conduct and Influence of our natural 
Powers: Nor will this exclude the Concur- 
tence of the Divine Grace helping our in- , 
firmities, whilſt the Work of the Spirit is 
donſjdered only as a ſecret, imperceptible 
Operation. It is the Hand of Gon as vi⸗ 
fibly or Jenfibly diſtinguiſhable from common 
Cauſes that turns Faith into Sight. What 
4 — not to be the Work of God, is to 
| Intents and Purpoſes of Faith the ſame 
as if it was not ſo. In ſuch a Caſe it muſt 
be by Faith that- we know it to. be weh 
Work, if. we know it at all” 
There are Caſes where it is 'pecalfity for | 
God to make himſelf /enfbly known to 
the Minds of Men; as when he means to 
make new Diſcoveries of his Will. But 
theſe Caſes are out of the -Queſtion. - For 
ſuch Notices; are not intended for the Be- 
nefit of thoſe to whom they are immedi- 
ately communieated, but for the common 
Sood. Faith maſt have ſome Ground to 
ſtand upon, and muſt reſolve itſelf i into the 
extraordinary Manifeſtations of God's Will 
made known to particular Perſons; in 
which Caſes. ow: is always the proper E- 
vidence;to-conyince others that they deſerve - 
their Attention. So it was with the Apo- 
ſtles of Chriſt, - They had the Manik 
ation of the Spirit within themſelves, de- 


elaring unto them the whole Counſel” of - 


God, as as it . the Salvation F 
* Bonk | ad Mankind 


En B 10 * 
Mankind by his 80; and * Mii 
which they wrought to ſhew. that what 
they ſpake was from 'Gop, were the Evi- 
dence'of it. But theſe Men have no Proof 
to offer for ther. inward Manifeſtations, 
unless their own confident Aﬀertions "wp 
be admitted as ſuch; - 

But if it were ae that Gomes leading 
Men to Ne e by /enfible Manifefta- 
tons of hinſelf in dhe Soul, is conſiſt 
with the ordinary Ways of tis Providence; 
this wilt only prove ifas it may be ſo; and 
che Point will ſtilt be how do we know 
that it 7s ſo? To this ſome one will anſwer, 
fe it; I have the riencs of it; 
and, ſo far as 1 can perceive, there will be 
no diſputing this Point wich him: For you 
en no- more con fute a confident ian who 
tells you that he feels the Spirit, than you 
conld if he ſhould tell you he felt a Pair 
im his Foe or in his Finger, If you ſhould 
How he diſting lber what he cally the 
Alotions of the Sari, from the natural 
Operations of the Soul; you are never the 
nearer. He will anſwer you that he knows 
them h1mſelf: But that he can no more ex- 
plaim the Difference 76 you, than he is able 
to give a blind Man a Notion of Colours, 
or a deaf Man of Sounds. There would 
de "Reaſon in this, if this was all“ If 1 
experience any thing it is this, that J am 
free to act, or to forbear; to lift up my 
Hand, or to let it fall; "But I cannot make 


another 
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| [ 1 11 ] | 
andther Man underſtand this, if he ſhould 
deny that. he hath aby ſuch Experience 
in bimſelf. Such Enquicet therefore will 
come to nothing. But the Queſti- 
ons you may very properly aſk are 
theſe: What are your Experiences to 
e me? You fay that you feel the Spirit; 
« but: do you Gy that I muſt feel it too, or- 
« elſe. I am not regenerate, or elſe I cannot 
« be ſaved? How do you prove this? The 
« Scripture ſays I muſt. be born, of the Spi. 
« 77t; but does it ſay the New Birth is and 
« muſt. be a /enfible Operation of the 8pi - 
« rit? If it does, -ſhew me where it ſays 
«ſo; if you cannot do this; why will you 
c pretend to be wiſer. — Gov? Why da 
« you lay that upon me, which the Serip- 
e ture has not declared neceſſary to my 
ce Salvation? You fay that you have the 
Spirit; what has the Spirit Jonk for you? 
« Are you led to Repentance? ſo am L by 
« the Grace of Gop, tho I know nothing 
et of ſuch . inward. Feelings as you talk of, 
t Why then is not my Repentance as good 
« as yours? Why am I not r te as 
t well as-you?” Theſe Queſtions are not 
to be anſwered. For in the firſt Place it is 
certain that the Scripture no where ſays, 
that the New Birth muſt be a ſenſible Ope- 
ration of the Spirit. - Our Saviour 's Words 
look the other way; 'The Wind bloweth 
where it liſtetb, and. thou heareft the Sound 
N but can t 1 whence it . 
3 a | 


7 is Born of the Spirit, Joh. iii. 8. We bear 


nf 


and whither it gelbe So 1s eveny one that 0 


ws Wind, and 4 feel it too, becauſe its 
natural Effect is to ſtrike upon our bodily 
Organs. We know that we are under the 
Guidance of God's Spirit the ſame : way, 
that is, by its Effects; by being diſpoſed to 
do the Will of our heavenly Father: But 
whence this good Diſpoſition cometh, ſby the 
Manner in which it affe&s and moves us, we 
cannot tell; nor therefore can we tell b 
any thing we feel within ourſelves that it 
cometh from Gop, Accordingly we may 
obſerve that the Scripture never refers Men 
to their inward Feelings, or Experiences to 
know whether they are born of Gop, but 
to the Fruits of the Spirit in their Lives 
and Converſations. So St. John, Vbarſoever 
is born _ of God overcometh the World; 
and this is the Victory that overcometh the | 
World, even our Faith, 1 Er. v. 4. To 
the ſame Purpoſe, Chap. iii. V 9. Whojoever 
7s torn of God doth not commit Sin. And 
Chap. iii. J 29. If we know that he (God) 
is righteous, every one that doth Righteouſs 
neſs is born of him, When you find in 
yourſelves therefore ſuch good Fruits as 
theſe; a Faith working by Love, 'and leading 
toRepentance; ſhould you be told that you 


| are nat born f God or of tbe Spirit; anſwer 


| boldly upon the Credit of God's Word, that 
you are. Of your own Virtues you are 


er and * give the Proper * TE 


[13 1 
_ and you know-by God's Word that it 8 
by his Grace that you are thus diſpoſed. 
This is all the Experience you want; and if 
there are any who boaſt "of: other -Expe- 
riences than this, you may very well leave 
ſuch Boafters to be wiſe by themſelves, 
Without troubling yourſelf therefore ta 
1 whether another Man feels the 
Spirit, or whether he feels it not, you have 
tmis Certainty to truſt to; that if you bold 
the Faith in a pure Conſcience, you have 
every thing that is neceſſary for you. Reſt 
here the whole Matter. If they can prove 
from Scripture, that every Believer ka | 
keeps God's Commandments is not in a 
favable State; or that a Man may be a good 
Chriſtian and yet be damned; you may 
liſten to what they have to ay about their 
inward Experiences, and their ſpiritual 
Feelings, if after this any thing can be ſaid 
about Religion that is worth the liſtening 
to. But if they cannot prove this (which 
it is impoſſible they ſhould) and you are 
ſecure of your Virtues; you have nothing. | 
to do with any thing farther. | 
And as this is a ſure way of judging of 
aur ſpiritual Eſtate; ſo it is the only /afe one. 
When a Man tells me he feels the Spirit, 
I may not be able to ſhow him the contra- 
ry to his own Satisfaction: But this I know, 
that Men may fancy that they feel the Spi- 
rit, when they feel nothing but the Work- 
ing of their on e and * | 


chis is che Caſe they will be apt 2. | 
_ dently to prefume themſelves: to be God's 

Favourites, when yet there are many Diſor- 
ders in them which want to be corrected and 
reformed. It is many times not hatd ſot in- 
different Judges, to diſtinguiſh theſe Caſes; 
tho'-it is the hardeſt thing + in the World for 
the Perſons ſo unhappily poſſeſſed to find out 
themſelves; ſuch is the Witchcraft and In- 
fatua tion of an Entbuſiaſticb Turn of Mind! 
Our Saviour tells us, that every Tree is. 


known by its Fruits; and what are the Frutts: 


of - the Spirit? Not vain and confident. 
Boaſtings; not raſh uncharitable Cenſures, 
damning-all that do not feel what they feel; 
not-gathering tumultuous Aſſemblies, to the- 
Diſturbance of the publick Peace, or the 
Prejudice of Families; not denying Men 

the Uſe of God's Creatures, - which he hath: 
appointed to be received with Thankſgiving z 
not ſetting at nought all Rule and Autbori- 
ty, nor intruding into other Men's Labours; 
not encouraging Abſtinence, Prayer, of any 
other religious Exerciſes to the Neglect of 
the Duties of our Station. Nor theſe, nor 
any ſuch diforderly Doings, however co- 

loured over with a 33 Shew of Piety, 
are the Fruits of the Spirit; but Love 
Peace, Lox g-fuſfering, | 


God is not the Auther of. Cosa. but: of 
Ber, and of a {ound Mind * ; and when 


* Cor, my 35; | 155 . 


ever you obſerve 3 Effects in thoſe 
who pretend to more than common Gifts, 
vou may be very certain, that, whatever 
SFpitit elſe they are led by, ne nat lod 
1 it of God. 

- Reaſonable Perſons will thus judge who 
ſee things at = Diſtance. | But as in ordi- 
nary Caſes, we ſtand in too neat a Point of 
View to eſpy our oπn Defects; it will be 
much more ſo. when Reaſon is blinded by 
the Diforders of an overheated. Imagina- 
tion: And when Men are ſtrongly ptepoſ- 
ſeſſed that they feel the e of the 
Spirit within themſelves; that they are full 
of. God, full of the Holy: Ghoſt; ſuch Pre- 
s will have a greater and more 
ceftain Influence upon their Conduct than 
the plaineſt Rules in the Bible; which 
will either be wholly overlooked or made 
to bend and give way to their own private 
Conceits. Hiſtory furniſhes us with Ex- 
amples of this kind ſad and many! — On 
5 other hand; when. Men forſaking the 
plain Rule of God Word, refer them. 
ſelves to their inward Experiences, they 
may eaſily fail of thoſe Comforts and Aſ- 
ſurances as to their ſpiritual State which in 
Reaſon ought to be the Support of their 
Virtues, and which their Virtues. are in 
them ſelves naturally diſpoſed to yield. It 
is an eaſy Matter for a Man to fatisfy him- 
ſelf in fach Queſtions as. theſe; am I ſober, 
am I chaſte; am I juſt and charitable: to 


* „ my 
8 * 


my Neighbour; & I love N 5 
of his . ? Theſe are Points i 
which nobody can be miſtaken Who means 
well. And if all this will do; it will be 
an Encouragement to hope well, and to ge 
on to do ſtill better and better. But if how- 
ever a Man has behaved in theſe and alt 
other reſpects (if any more there are) in 
which the Duty of a Chriſtian is concerned 
he is never to think well of himſelf, till be IE 
experiences * ſomething within | himſelf; 
which he has not yet experienced, and 
which he cannot be affured beforehand that 
he ever ſhall experience, ſo long as — 1 | 
this will lead him to caſt off all Hope in 
God, and to give himſelf up to Deſpair, 
which if it drives him not to Diſtraction 
and n eee Effect 1 in wee 


RAI eme of this <a . 

pears from Mr. WAIT ETI BI D's Forrnal continued, p. 81. 
where ſpeakin of the Converſion of Mr. Benjamin Seward 
(to Methodiſm 10 he cries out — © Behold? here Was one 
*«. who conſtantly attended on the Means of Grace, exact in 
« his Morals, humane and courteous in his Converſion, 
& who gave much'in Alms, was frequent 1 in private 3 | 


| * and yer (N. B.) eil about fix Weeks ago, 2c deſtita 


« apy SAVING, experimental Knowledge of Jeſus Obriſt; 
70 thoſe on whom his Name was 7 Fry who ail 
«it in Darkneſs, and the Shadow of Death.” Let any Chriſtian 
judge whether it does not contradict all that he has ever 
read or underſtood of the New 8 to ſuppoſe that a 
Terſon believing in Chriſt; blameleſs, and even exemplaty in his 
Life and Converſation (for ſuch he fepreſents this Mr. Seqxvard 
orgs been) ſhould yet be without any SAVING. Know 
ge of Feſus Chrift, and i bad as if he was in a State of 
mere Heath=niſm:; What are we to expect if nn 1 
* with ſuch Notions as theſe! | EY 


8 * 


5 1 H 
Caſes) it cats up Virtwe . very y Root; 


Who, has 1 no 5 a in Ga 25 can hays | 


VIS. 4 16 4100 


© no] 


cart to ſave 115 | 
; ou, ſee now: | b matter 6 
and thus much 7 — ti 7 89 to fay 


| at this. me to puard* Nh 
ſome e aan But there e 
ther Caution of more general CEobcern that 
| ſhould be attended to; which' is, that the 

 ſoundeſt Faith, and. the moſt excellent Wot- 
ip. will avail, us nothing without a ſober 
ar 4 virtuous Life. Faith enters, into tlie 
Notion of the zew Crearu#e ; but it is f 
the whole of it, To ſetve Gdd in the"thfe 
F his Ordinances i his Commandment” 1 

dart only e de ae 

rth the Refbrmatiott of Sur Mans 

bers, 004 the Traprovernent of bur Virtues: 
Without this 'Faith is dead, amd Refigion is 
vain, Thoſe who wodld do any Credit 'to 
the Goſpel or Service to thenilelves, muft 
ſtiow that they are the better for it. "Ref 
ing in mere Externals is like truſting to = 
Ceremonies of the Law ; fot what is the 3 
in going to Church, and freq frequenting theSa« 
crament, , more than in, being circumciſed, 
the mere. Work only con ſidei ? The Sew 
Aud Outfide of Religion when there is 58. 

thing to anſwer it in Practicę, 1 0 
feats our own Hopes (if we Have opes 
in another World! but gives great « Ones 
ic a ferious W and it Would be 
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